Choosing drug use measures for treatment outcome studies. I. The influence of measurement approach on treatment results.
Drug use is measured in a number of different ways in drug treatment outcome studies. Different measures of outcome may yield different results, making comparison across studies difficult. The utility, sensitivity, and level of measurement of five categories of measures are reviewed. It is suggested that research focus on examining the properties of existing drug use measures, on developing methods of evaluating timing and sequence in the relapse process, and on standardizing measurement approaches across studies.